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The SAT® Suite of Assessments (SAT, PSAT/NMSQT®, PSAT™ 10, 
PSAT™ 8/9) is more aligned with classroom instruction than ever before. 
At the College Board, we know that the best way to prepare students 
for college and career is through excellent instruction aligned to college-
and career-ready content and skills, and we have the opportunity to 
support excellent instruction by designing assessments that measure 
the skills that matter the most for college and career readiness. We are 
committed to partnering with teachers and school and district leaders 
to help students build the necessary skills that will ensure their success 
at their chosen college, university, or career training program. 

An important feature of the SAT Suite of Assessments — based on 
extensive evidence and reflective of best instructional practices — is 
the emphasis on students applying their literacy and math knowledge 
and skills in a wide range of subjects. This across-the-curriculum focus 
means that teachers in many fields, including history/social studies, 
have a critical and specific role to play in helping students get ready for 
the SAT and, more importantly, acquire the knowledge and skills they’ll 
need to succeed in college and career training programs. 

The purpose of the Professional Development Modules for Educators 
is to build a deep understanding of the content and skills assessed 
on the SAT Suite of Assessments, and to support educators as they 
identify the natural points of alignment across the SAT Suite, classroom 
instruction, and curriculum. The professional development modules 
contain descriptions of the assessment content, sample questions, and 
suggestions for helping students master content and prepare for the 
SAT Suite. The modules are flexible; they are designed for download 
and presentation in various meetings and professional development 
sessions, for individual or group use. The presentations can be viewed 
in one sitting or broken into shorter chunks over time. The modules 
suggest interactive activities for groups and teams, but the content can 
be reviewed by individuals. Facilitators will bring different strengths 
and emphases to each presentation, and may add or delete sections 
or topics according to the interests in their group of participants. 
There is no one right way to engage in this professional development; 
it is our hope that individuals, schools, and districts will utilize the 
presentations and handouts in ways that maximize effectiveness in a 
variety of situations. 

Contents 
2 Introduction 

3 Suggested Presentation for Time Allotted 

4 Presentation Notes 

53 Handouts 

53 Sample Paired Passages — U.S. Founding Documents 
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What are the suggestions for  
module presentations?  

1.  Review the complete Facilitator’s Guide with handouts and the 
PowerPoint presentation to get familiar with the suggested talking 
points, activities, and handouts in the presentation. 

2.  Provide a paper or electronic copy of the PowerPoint presentation to all 
participants for personal review and note-taking. 

3.  Print or email all handouts at the end of this Facilitator’s Guide for each 
participant. 

4.  Review the suggested timing for each slide and activity, and choose 
activities that fit in the time frame allotted for your meeting. 

5.  Please follow up each presentation with an email to participants that 
includes a link to the online exit survey. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH  
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 2 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 2 

The purpose of this professional development module is to help teachers
understand how social studies instruction relates to SAT scores and  
college readiness. Participants will understand the Analysis in History/ 
Social Studies cross-test score by reviewing the skills associated with  
the scores and sample questions that assess these skills. Finally,  
participants will have an opportunity to think about how these skills  
connect with the skills taught in their classes. 

 

ASK: What is a social studies teacher’s role in preparing students for
the SAT? 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 3 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Give participants a brief overview of the format of the SAT Suite 
of Assessments. 

On any of the assessments in the SAT Suite, students take a Reading 
Test and a Writing and Language Test. Together, these tests form 
the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing section. The second section 
is the Math section, which comprises the no-calculator portion and 
the calculator-permitted portion of the Math Test. The SAT Essay is 
optional and available for the SAT only (there is no essay for the other 
assessments in the SAT Suite). 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 4 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 2 

Begin with the end in mind, explaining the scores students receive 
after they take any of the assessments in the SAT Suite. Each box on 
this table represents a score students will receive when they take a 
PSAT-related or SAT assessment. These scores will give students and 
educators insightful information about each student’s areas of strength, 
and their areas in need of growth. 

Direct participants’ attention to the three test scores in the middle of 
the table: Reading, Writing and Language, and Math. The assessments 
in the SAT Suite are comprised of these three tests, and students will 
receive a test score for each test. In the second row, point out the section 
scores. The table shows that the Evidence-Based Reading and Writing 
section score encompasses both the Reading Test and the Writing and 
Language Test because they’re in the same column. The Math section 
score is in the same column as the Math Test, demonstrating that the 
Math section score is derived from the two portions of the Math Test. 
Note that the section and test scores are on a different scale. 

Point out that the two section scores are added together for one 
total score. 

In the middle, note that the cross-test scores are in all three columns 
because they are derived from all three tests. This presentation is 
focused on the Analysis in History/Social Studies cross-test score. 

At the bottom of the table are the seven subscores. The three 
subscores listed below Math are derived from the Math Test. Words 
in Context and Command of Evidence subscores are derived from the 
Reading Test and the Writing and Language Test; the Expression of 
Ideas and Standard English Conventions subscores are derived from the 
Writing and Language Test only. 

The SAT Essay is optional and is not factored into any scores on this 
table. The essay is scored separately. Students will receive scores of 2–8 
in analysis, reading, and writing if they elect to take the SAT Essay. 

All of the assessments in the SAT Suite will offer the same scores, 
except PSAT™ 8/9 will not have a score for Passport to Advanced Math, 
and only the SAT offers the optional essay. Content on each assessment 
will be offered at a level of complexity that is appropriate for the 
intended grade levels being assessed (eighth and ninth grades for 
PSAT 8/9, 10th and 11th grades for PSAT/NMSQT and PSAT™ 10, and 
11th and 12th grades for SAT). 



THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS »  FACILITATOR ’S GUIDE

 

 
  

 
 

 

8 

MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 5 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Ask participants what they want their students to be able to do 
(as opposed to what they should know) as students of history/social 
studies. Ask them to talk with a partner, and then share their answers 
with the group. 

Share the AP® historical thinking skills on the slide as examples of what 
social studies students should be able to do. Explain that tasks on which 
students engage on the SAT will relate to some of the AP historical 
thinking skills. Other tasks may relate more to economics, psychology 
(research methods for AP Psychology), or other social studies 
course standards. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 6 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

One hallmark of the SAT is its emphasis on disciplinary literacy and 
numeracy. Rather than asking students to demonstrate generic reading, 
writing, language, and math knowledge and skills in ways that lack 
real-world relevance, the SAT makes extensive use of texts, tasks, and 
scenarios similar to those students already encounter in their high 
school classes and to those they’ll have to deal with in college and 
career training programs. 

To help students understand how well they use their ELA and math 
knowledge and skills in social studies and science, the SAT Suite offers 
two cross-test scores: Analysis in Science and Analysis in History/ 
Social Studies. This presentation is focused on the Analysis in History/ 
Social Studies cross-test score. Cross-test scores are derived from 
questions on all three of the tests that students take: Reading, Writing 
and Language, and Math. Students will see reading passages and math 
problems that are focused on topics in science and social studies. At 
least one of the passages they encounter on the Reading Test will be 
a U.S. founding document (primary document). Some passages on the 
Reading Test and the Writing and Language Test will be accompanied 
by informational graphics (tables, graphs, charts, etc.) and students will 
be asked to understand how the graphics relate to the text. Some math 
problems will have science or social studies contexts. All of these types 
of questions will contribute to the cross-test scores. 

The optional SAT Essay does NOT contribute to the cross-test scores, 
but may relate to social studies or science. It may require students to 
analyze a passage in the content areas. Students will be scored on their 
ability to read, write, and analyze this text, and they must be able to 
support their analysis with evidence from the passage. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 7 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

For clarity, this table explains exactly how many questions from 
each test will contribute to the Analysis in History/Social Studies 
cross-test score. 

» Reading: 21 questions, including all questions associated with the U.S.
founding documents or great global conversation passage or pair of 
passages, and a social science passage or pair of passages. 

» Writing and Language: 6 questions, including all Expression of Ideas
questions associated with a history/social studies passage (questions 
about sentence structure, usage, and punctuation that are associated 
with the same passage not included in the Analysis of History/Social 
Studies cross-test score). 

» Math: 8 questions; based in social studies contexts.
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 8 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

The SAT Suite supports an enhanced emphasis on disciplinary literacy 
through careful passage selection and question development. On the 
Reading Test, Writing and Language Test, and SAT Essay, students are 
expected to engage with and analyze appropriately challenging texts 
spanning numerous content areas, including U.S. and world literature, 
history/social studies, the humanities, the sciences, and career-related 
topics. Moreover, while questions on the Reading Test and the 
Writing and Language Test do not require students to have prior 
knowledge of specific topics in the content areas, these questions do, 
where possible and beneficial, reflect differences in the ways various 
disciplines approach literacy. Reading Test questions relating to a 
literature selection, for example, might address theme, mood, figurative 
language, or characterization — concepts that are generally not 
relevant to social studies. Reading questions relating to a social studies 
selection, on the other hand, might require students to delineate 
the experimental process described in a text, analyze research data 
(including data represented graphically), or determine which conclusion 
is best supported by a study’s findings — skills generally not required 
to comprehend literary texts. 

The Analysis in History/Social Studies score does not represent the level 
of students’ background knowledge in history and social studies. It 
does indicate the extent to which students can apply their literacy and 
numeracy knowledge and skills to history/social studies texts, tasks, 
and scenarios. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 9 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Direct participant’s attention to the Reading Test. In this section of the 
presentation, participants will investigate the skills assessed in the SAT 
Suite that are learned in social studies, and then they will review some 
sample reading passages and questions that contribute to the Analysis 
in History/Social Studies cross-test score. 

It is important to note at the outset that the intent is not to push 
history/social studies teachers into becoming reading teachers. Rather, 
the intent is to show how fostering students’ ability to handle the 
special challenges of reading, writing, language, and quantitative 
analysis in social studies contributes in a unique way to the literacy 
and numeracy work going on in schools. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 10 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 2 

In each administration of an assessment from the SAT Suite, at least one 
passage will originate from the U.S. founding documents or the great 
global conversation they inspire.* Over the centuries, the founding 
documents — a body of works that includes the U.S. Constitution, the 
Bill of Rights, and the Federalist Papers — have moved, influenced, and 
inspired countless individuals and groups at home and abroad. The vital 
issues central to these documents — freedom, justice, and human dignity 
among them — have also motivated numerous people in the United States 
and around the globe to take up the pen to engage in an ongoing dialogue 
on these and similar matters. Those participating in this great global 
conversation, including Edmund Burke, Henry David Thoreau, Gandhi, 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Martin Luther King Jr., are notable in part for 
the diversity of perspectives and life experiences they represent. Though 
their works inevitably reflect the particulars of the places and times in 
which they lived, these writers are united by their profound engagement 
with the issues and ideas that are at the heart of civic life. The texts they 
have produced — spanning many nations and years — have served to 
build on, broaden, and enrich the “conversation” that took place in the 
British American colonies and the early U.S. republic. 

Some test forms will contain a selection from a U.S. founding 
document; others will have a selection from a text from the great 
global conversation. Although the U.S. founding documents and 
great global conversation texts are historical in nature, it is important 
to note that all of the information needed to answer the associated 
Reading Test questions is found in the passages themselves. The 
test does not assume that students will have read these passages 
previously. Moreover, when useful, a historical note will be provided to 
contextualize the reading for students. 

*There is no specific list of documents from which passages will
be selected. 

ASK: How are social studies teachers supporting students in reading and 
analyzing these types of primary documents? How can reading these 
types of texts in class help students perform better on the SAT? 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 11 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Test specifications are available at collegeboard.org and in 
Professional Development Modules 2–5 (https://www.collegereadiness. 
collegeboard.org/educators/k-12/professional-development-modules). 
Students will encounter questions pertaining to all of the content 
domains listed in the test specifications when they are reading social 
studies texts. 

On the next three slides, certain content domains are highlighted from 
the test specifications to help social studies teachers understand that 
they are already teaching these assessed skills in their classes. 

For example, students will be asked to analyze arguments for their 
content and structure. Specifically, they will analyze claims and 
counterclaims, reasoning for soundness, and how an author uses or fails 
to use evidence to support a counterclaim. 

The SAT Suite will also assess students’ ability to determine the point 
of view or perspective from which a text is related or the influence this 
point of view or perspective has on content and style. This is not asking 
for the literary point of view, but rather the perspective in the text. 

If there are AP U.S. History teachers participating, ask them to 
draw parallels between these skills and the Historical Thinking Skill 
Proficiency Expectations. In AP U.S. History, students are asked to 
explain the relevance of the author’s point of view, author’s purpose, 
audience, format, or medium, and/or historical context. They also must 
be able to analyze a historian’s argument, explain how the argument 
has been supported through the analysis of relevant evidence, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of the argument. 

*All of the questions associated with social studies passages on the
Reading Test will contribute to the Analysis in History/Social Studies 
cross-test score, not just those related to the skills included on 
the slides. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 12 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Students will be asked to examine and analyze the informational 
content of text, to find the explicit and implicit meanings, and to use 
analogical reasoning to apply information and ideas to a new situation. 

Students will be assessed on their ability to cite textual evidence and to 
summarize, understand relationships, and interpret words and phrases 
in the context of the text. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 13 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 3 

Students will be asked to synthesize multiple sources of information. 
In some cases, this will involve synthesizing information from a pair 
of texts that relate to a similar theme. Students will also be asked 
to analyze information presented quantitatively in such forms as 
graphs, tables, and charts and/or relate that information to information 
presented in a text. This is an important skill to practice in social 
studies. Many ELA teachers report that they do not have accompanying 
graphics for their literature reading assignments. 

ASK: Describe a topic or lesson in which you are currently teaching any 
one or all of these skills. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 14 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 5 

Handout: Sample Paired Passages — U.S. Founding Documents (p. 53) 

On each administration of the SAT and PSAT-related assessments, 
students will encounter at least one set of paired passages. In this 
example, the paired passages are U.S. founding documents, but this is 
not always the case. The paired passages may have science, literature, 
or other social studies contexts. The passages on the slide are adapted 
from Edmund Burke, Reflections on the Revolution in France (1790), and 
Thomas Paine, Rights of Man (1791). 

Ask participants to read the two passages and review the questions. As 
a group, prepare to discuss questions 2, 7, and 9. Participants can review 
other questions individually. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 15 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 4 

All of the questions associated with this set of paired passages will 
contribute to the Analysis in History/Social Studies cross-test score. 
Encourage participants to review all of the questions and answer 
explanations after the presentation. For expedience in the presentation, 
review only sample questions #2, #7, and #9 to provide examples of 
analyzing words in context, information and ideas, and synthesis. 

Participants need the handout to answer the questions. If the handout 
is not available, participants can discuss the structure and format of 
the questions. 

Ask a participant to read the question. Allow participants to discuss the 
question, then ask for volunteers to answer the question. 

This question is medium difficulty. Answer explanation: Choice D is 
the best answer. Burke explains that people have “consecrated the 
state” to “avoid . . . the evils of inconstancy and versatility,” and that 
people should examine “the faults of the state . . . with pious awe and 
trembling solitude.” Burke then explains that society is taught to “look 
with horror on those children of their country who want to hack that 
aged parent in pieces.” Burke is arguing that children want to revise 
the state, or “this aged parent,” by amending its faults. In this context, 
“state” refers to a political entity, or government, that attempts to 
protect its citizens from “the evils of inconstancy and versatility.” 

Choices A, B, and C are incorrect because in this context, “state” does 
not mean style of living, position in life, or temporary condition. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH  
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 16 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Ask a participant to read the question. Allow participants to discuss the 
question, then ask for volunteers to answer the question. 

The difficulty level for this question is hard. Answer explanation: 
Choice D is the best answer. Paine concludes Passage 2 with the 
argument that because social issues change over time, the living 
should not try to adhere to decisions made by former generations. 
Burke, however, states that living citizens exist within a “universal 
kingdom” comprised of the living, the dead, and those who are 
not yet born. Burke argues that the living do not have the right to 
change their government based on “their speculations of a contingent 
improvement.” Therefore, Burke would disapprove of Paine’s 
concluding argument, as he believes the living do not have sufficient 
justification for changing the existing governmental structure. 

Choices A, B, and C are incorrect because they do not accurately 
describe how Burke would likely have responded to Paine’s remarks in 
the final paragraph of Passage 2. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH  
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 17 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Ask a participant to read the question. Allow participants to discuss the 
question, then ask for volunteers to answer the question. 

The difficulty level for this question is medium. Answer explanation: 
Choice A is the best answer. The primary argument of Passage 1 is that 
an inviolable contract exists between people and their government, one 
that is to be “looked on with other reverence.” Passage 1 suggests that 
this contract exists between past and future generations as well; in 
effect, current and future generations should be governed by decisions 
made in the past. Passage 2 challenges these points, as it argues that 
current and future generations are not obligated to preserve past 
generations’ beliefs: “The Parliament or the people of 1688, or of any 
other period, had no more right to dispose of the people of the present 
day, or to bind or to control them in any shape whatever, than the 
parliament or the people of the present day have to dispose of, bind, or 
control those who are to live a hundred or a thousand years hence.” 

Choices B, C, and D are incorrect because Passage 2 does not offer 
an alternative approach to Passage 1, support an idea introduced in 
Passage 1, or exemplify an attitude promoted in Passage 1. 
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Handout: Can Economics Be Ethical? (p. 57) 

To demonstrate other types of reading passages and questions, the 
next several slides offer questions associated with the passage “Can 
Economics Be Ethical?” by Iain King © 2013 by Prospect Publishing. 
Participants need the handout to answer the questions. 

Encourage participants to work in pairs and small groups to review and 
discuss the passage and questions 2, 3, and 11. 

All of the questions associated with the passage contribute to the 
Analysis in History/Social Studies cross-test score. Students will 
encounter one or two passages linked to the Analysis in History/Social 
Studies cross-test score on each administration of the Reading Test. 
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Read the question to the group and ask for responses. 

The difficulty level for this question is medium. Answer explanation: 
Choice D is the best answer. The author suggests that people object 
to criticizing ethics in free markets because they believe free markets 
are inherently ethical and, therefore, the role of ethics in free markets 
is unnecessary to study. In the opinion of the critics, free markets are 
ethical because they allow individuals to make their own choices about 
which goods to purchase and which goods to sell. 

Choices A and B are incorrect because they are not objections that 
criticize the ethics of free markets. Choice C is incorrect because the 
author does not present the opinion that free markets depend on 
devalued currency. 
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Note: This is a common question format that students see on the 
assessments. They are asked to answer a question like question #2 on 
the previous slide, and then they are asked to provide the best evidence 
for the answer they chose in the question immediately following. 

Ask a participant to read the question and share the answer. 

The difficulty level for this question is medium. Answer explanation: 
Choice A is the best answer. The author states that some people 
believe that free markets are “already ethical” because they “allow for 
personal choice.” This statement provides evidence that some people 
believe criticizing the ethics of free markets is unnecessary because 
free markets permit individuals to make their own choices. 

Choices B, C, and D are incorrect because they do not provide the best 
evidence of an objection to a critique of the ethics of free markets. 
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The next question asks students to interpret a graph. 

When students encounter an informational graphic on the Reading 
Test, they will be asked to do one of three tasks: interpret the graph, 
draw a conclusion from the graph, or draw a connection between the 
text and the graph. 
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In this example, students are asked to draw a connection between the 
text and the graph. 

The difficulty level for this question is medium. Answer explanation: 
Choice C is the best answer. The author defines fair trade coffee as 
“coffee that is sold with a certification that indicates the farmers 
and workers who produced it were paid a fair wage.” This definition 
suggests that purchasing fair trade coffee is an ethically responsible 
choice, and the fact that fair trade coffee is being produced and is 
profitable suggests that ethical economics is still a consideration. The 
graph’s data support this claim by showing how fair trade coffee was 
more than twice as profitable as regular coffee. 

Choice A is incorrect because the graph suggests that people acting on 
empathy (by buying fair trade coffee) is productive for fair trade coffee 
farmers and workers. Choices B and D are incorrect because the graph 
does not provide support for the idea that character or people’s fears 
factor into economic choices. 
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Handout: Instructional Strategies (p. 69) 

Several instructional strategies are shared on the next two slides 
to support student development of college readiness skills in social 
studies classes. Share the instructional strategies with the group. 

» Visit the National Constitution Center to find quality essays and 
primary and secondary sources on each of the first ten amendments 
to the Constitution. Give students the opportunity to practice skills 
in analyzing arguments, practicing synthesis, and focusing on the 
informational content of texts in social studies contexts. 
http://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-constitution 

» Use released AP U.S. History questions — both document-based 
questions (DBQ) and short-answer questions (SAQ) — to practice 
analysis skills in social studies contexts. (The handout includes 
websites with a sample APUSH exam and rubrics.) 

» Practice synthesis by asking students to read primary and secondary 
sources on the same social science topic, identifying ambiguities, areas 
of disagreement among authors, and the limits of historical thinking. 
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» Promote close reading of a complex text by asking students to consider 
and discuss: 

› What the text says explicitly 

› What reasonable inferences and conclusions can be drawn 

› What textual evidence supports their analysis (quotations, facts, 
figures, etc.) 

» Expose students to informational graphics of many types and help 
them gain the skills needed to consume and produce them, focusing 
on titles, scales, and legends, and helping the students figure out 
what types of information the graphics do and don’t contain, and the 
conclusions that particular graphics can and can’t support. Help them 
become familiar with various ways in which data can be obscured or 
distorted in graphs. 

» Ask students to locate articles with informational graphics related 
to topics in social studies. Ask them to practice analyzing claims, 
counterclaims, evidence, and point of view in the articles. Have them 
synthesize the information in the text with the data presented in the 
informational graphic. 

Ask participants to share with a partner: In which of your lessons could 
you incorporate one of these instructional strategies? Are there other 
strategies you are using that will help students develop skills they’ll use 
on the SAT? Ask if participants are willing to share their ideas with the 
rest of the group. 

Handout: Sample Passage with Informational Graphic (p. 70) 

Participants can use this handout with students to practice analyzing 
claims, evidence, and informational graphics. 
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On the Writing and Language Test, history/social studies passages 
discuss historical topics or topics in the social sciences, including 
anthropology, communication studies, economics, education, human 
geography, law, linguistics, political science, psychology, and sociology 
(and their subfields). 

The questions associated with the passages place students in the role 
of someone revising and editing the work of an unspecified writer. 
Students are asked to improve the development, organization, and use 
of language in the passages and to ensure that the passages conform 
to conventions of Standard Written English grammar, usage, and 
punctuation. When passages and/or questions are accompanied by 
graphics, students are asked to draw connections between text and 
graphics — for example, to correct a passage’s inaccurate interpretation 
of data presented in a table. Answers to all questions are anchored in 
the context of the passages. 
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On the Writing and Language Test, students are asked to review 
passages and determine if the passages can be improved in the areas of 
topic development, accuracy, logic, cohesion, and rhetorically effective 
use of language. For Analysis in History/Social Studies cross-test 
scores, students are asked to review claims and counterclaims and to 
ensure that arguments, information, and ideas are conveyed clearly 
and effectively. They are asked to add, revise, or retain information 
and ideas that support claims in the text, and they must ensure that 
quantitative information is presented accurately in the passage. 
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In addition, students are asked to revise a text to improve the 
exactness or appropriateness of word choice. 

Working with a partner or a small group, ask participants to discuss and 
share an example of an assignment in which students are engaging in 
these skills in their social studies classes. 
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Many passages that have questions associated with the Analysis in 
History/Social Studies cross-test score on the Writing and Language 
Test are accompanied by an informational graphic. Students have 
the opportunity to demonstrate their social studies skills associated 
with interpreting informational graphics throughout the Writing and 
Language Test. 

When students encounter informational graphics on the Writing and 
Language Test, at the most basic level they have to interpret data 
correctly: an underlined portion might misstate data from a graph. A 
more complex version of this might be a misinterpretation of what the 
data in the graph shows — stating a percentage increase when the 
graph clearly just shows a change in number, or something similar. 

The more complex graphics-based items on the Writing and Language 
Test require students to make more rhetorical decisions about data in 
the graphics. A question might present four options that all accurately 
represent the data in the graph; only one option, however, works 
rhetorically in the passage. For example, the sentence before the item 
might state a claim. The item might ask test-takers to use data from the 
graph to provide the best support for that claim. 
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Handout: You Are Where You Say (p. 62) 

Although this example uses a map, students most often see data-based 
graphs, tables, and charts on the SAT and PSAT-related assessments. 

Ask participants to read You Are Where You Say and focus on questions 
5, 9, and 11, all contributing to the Analysis in History/Social Studies 
cross-test score. Unlike the Reading Test, not all questions for this 
passage contribute to the cross-test score. All questions are included 
in the handout, but only questions 1, 3–5, 9, and 11 contribute to the 
cross-test score. They are marked in the handout with H/SS. 

Point out the format of the Writing and Language Test: Question 
numbers are shaded and embedded in the text. Students can easily find 
the sentence(s) to which the question refers. Also, demonstrate that 
some questions do not have question stems; students just have to look 
in the text to figure out what correction (if any) is needed. 

Read the question on the slide and ask for volunteers to give the 
answer. 

This question is medium difficulty. Answer explanation: Choice C is 
the best answer because it correctly associates each beverage term 
with the region described in the sentence according to the information 
contained in the map. Choices A, B, and D are incorrect because each 
contradicts the information contained in the map. 



THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS »  FACILITATOR ’S GUIDE 33 

MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 30 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

Read the question. 

The difficulty level for this question is hard. Answer explanation: 
Choice C is the best answer because the new sentence provides a 
logical transition from sentences 3 and 4, which describe the data 
collection, to sentence 5, which explains that completing the dictionary 
took far longer than expected. 

Choices A, B, and D are incorrect because each fails to create a logical 
transition between the preceding and subsequent sentences. 
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Read the question on the slide and ask for volunteers to give the 
answer. 

The difficulty level for this question is medium. Answer explanation: 
Choice A is the best answer because it provides a summary and 
evaluation of gathering data from the internet, which is the focus 
of the paragraph. Choices B, C, and D are incorrect because each is 
either irrelevant to the main point of the paragraph or unnecessarily 
repeats information. 
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Ask participants to share with a partner an idea for incorporating a new 
instructional strategy that supports development of skills assessed in 
these sample questions. Ask volunteers to share with the whole group. 

Share the instructional strategies on the slide. 

» Teach students in all classes to practice writing and language analysis 
skills — effective language use, clear expression of ideas, and properly 
utilizing conventions of standard English — to develop their analyses of 
history/social studies passages. 

» Familiarize students with the analysis of data, graphs, and charts in 
conjunction with a text. Using the informational graphics in a textbook, 
provide students with inaccurate interpretations of data or graphics 
and ask them to correct the error(s). Have them explicitly describe the 
data they used to make each correction. 

» Provide students with a social science article accompanied by an 
informational graphic. Ask students to use evidence (i.e., descriptive 
details and data from informational graphics) to add or refine central 
ideas, develop and strengthen claims and points, sharpen focus, and 
improve precision and accuracy. 
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Quantitative literacy is part of participation in a democracy; it is 
important to employers, who need students who can use mathematics 
outside of the classroom; and it is important not only for social studies 
and STEM fields, but also for a wide range of college majors. 

A recent study by the National Center on Education and the Economy, 
which analyzed the actual mathematical demands of course syllabi 
and assignments in two-year institutions, supports the emphasis of 
the SAT Suite on problem solving and data analysis. The study found 
that students pursuing two-year degree programs must be able to work 
with multistep problems involving ratios, proportional relationships, 
percentages, unit conversions, and complex measurement problems. 
Students will encounter these types of problems on the Math Test. 
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Students earn three subscores associated with the Math Test: Heart of 
Algebra, Problem Solving and Data Analysis, and Passport to Advanced 
Math.* Students will also encounter problems in Additional Topics 
in Math. 

The Math Test contains two portions: one in which the student may 
use a calculator and another in which the student may not. The 
no-calculator portion allows the SAT to assess fluencies valued by 
postsecondary instructors and includes conceptual questions for which 
a calculator will not be helpful. 

Meanwhile, the calculator portion provides insight into students’ 
capacity to use appropriate tools strategically. 

There are two types of questions on the Math Test: multiple-choice 
and student-produced response questions. Student-produced response 
questions measure the complex knowledge and skills that require 
students to deeply think through the solutions to problems. Set within a 
range of real-world contexts, these questions require students to make 
sense of problems and persevere in solving them; make connections 
between and among the different parts of a stimulus; plan a solution 
approach, as no scaffolding is provided to suggest a solution strategy; 
abstract, analyze, and refine an approach as needed; and produce and 
validate a response. These types of questions require the application of 
complex cognitive skills. 

Responses are gridded in by students, often allowing for multiple 
correct responses and solution processes. These items allow students 
to freely apply their critical thinking skills when planning and 
implementing a solution. 

*Students taking the PSAT 8/9 will not earn a score for Passport to 
Advanced Math. 
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The Math Test emphasizes the students’ ability to apply math 
knowledge and skills to solve problems and analyze data grounded 
in authentic and meaningful social studies contexts. Questions call 
on students to consider scenarios, analyze data, and solve problems 
reflecting real-world tasks in social sciences. 

Like the other tests, prior knowledge of specific social studies topics is 
not assessed on the Math Test. 

“Being charged with the responsibility that our students become 
quantitatively literate has long been the sole domain of those teaching 
mathematics. In the data-drenched world of the current century, it 
has now become the responsibility of … history and social science 
educators … and curriculum development specialists to integrate 
quantitative literacy into all aspects of the school curriculum.” 
Kathleen W. Craver, Developing Quantitative Literacy Skills in History 
and the Social Sciences, 2014. 
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The Math Test requires students to exhibit mathematical practices, 
such as problem solving and using appropriate tools strategically. 
Students are asked to: 

» analyze, fluently solve, and create linear equations and inequalities; 

» demonstrate reasoning about ratios, rates, and 
proportional relationships; 

» interpret and synthesize data and apply core concepts and methods of 
statistics in science, social studies, and career-related contexts; 

» identify quantitative measures of center, the overall pattern, and any 
striking deviations from the overall pattern and spread in one or two 
different data sets, including recognizing the effects of outliers on the 
measures of center of a data set; 

» rewrite expressions, identify equivalent forms of expressions, and 
understand the purpose of different forms; 

» solve quadratic and higher-order equations in one variable and  
understand the graphs of quadratic and higher-order functions; 

» interpret and build functions; and 

» apply essential geometric and trigonometric concepts. 

Students may encounter any of these problem types set in social 
studies contexts. Those set in social studies contexts will contribute to 
the cross-test score. 

The skills listed on the slide are some that social studies teachers may 
recognize as skills they are already teaching in their classes. 
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Handout: Sample Math Test Questions (p. 67) 

The handout contains three questions from the Math Test that 
contribute to the Analysis in History/Social Studies cross-test score. 
Social studies teachers may not want to solve the problems, but 
it is valuable for them to understand how these questions relate 
to problems in economics, sociology, psychology, and other social 
studies disciplines. 

Note that the question on this slide does not require mathematical 
application, but instead asks students to determine the appropriateness 
of data collection methods. This is a skill that social studies teachers 
can help students understand in lessons on research and data analysis. 

This question is medium difficulty. Answer explanation: Choice D is 
correct. Survey research is an efficient way to estimate the preferences 
of a large population. In order to reliably generalize the results of 
survey research to a larger population, the participants should be 
randomly selected from all people in that population. Since this survey 
was conducted with a population that was not randomly selected, 
the results are not reliably representative of all people in the town. 
Therefore, of the given factors, where the survey was given makes it 
least likely that a reliable conclusion can be drawn about the sports-
watching preferences of all people in the town. 

Choice A is incorrect. In general, larger sample sizes are preferred over 
smaller sample sizes. However, a sample size of 117 people would have 
allowed a reliable conclusion about the population if the participants 
had been selected at random. Choice B is incorrect. Whether the 
population is large or small, a large enough sample taken from the 
population is reliably generalizable if the participants are selected at 
random from that population. Thus, a reliable conclusion could have 
been drawn about the population if the 117 survey participants had 
been selected at random. Choice C is incorrect. When giving a survey, 
participants are not forced to respond. Even though some people 
refused to respond, a reliable conclusion could have been drawn about 
the population if the participants had been selected at random. 
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Ask participants to read the question and review the table. Some 
participants may want to solve and discuss the answer. 

This question is medium difficulty. Answer explanation: Choice B 
is correct. According to the table, in 2012 there was a total of 
14,766 + 47,896 = 62,662 registered voters between 18 and 44 years 
old, and 3,453 + 11,237 = 14,690 of them were from the Midwest region. 
Therefore, the probability that a randomly chosen registered voter who 
was between 18 and 44 years old in 2012 was from the Midwest region 

is 14,690 
62,662

 ≈ 0.234. Of the given choices, 0.25 is closest to this value. 

Choices A, C, and D are incorrect and may be the result of errors in 
selecting the correct proportion or in calculating the correct value. 
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Point out that this is a student-produced response question. There are 
no answer choices — students will grid in the answer. 

This question has a difficulty level of hard. Answer explanation: 
The correct answer is .72. According to the analyst’s estimate, the 
value V, in dollars, of the stock will decrease by 28% each week for 
t weeks, where t = 1, 2, or 3, with its value being given by the 
formula V = 360(r)t . This equation is an example of exponential decay. 
A stock losing 28% of its value each week is the same as the stock’s 
value decreasing to 72% of its value from the previous week, since 
V − (.28)V = (.72)V. Using this information, after 1 week the value, in 
dollars, of the stock will be V = 360(.72); after 2 weeks the value of 
the stock will be V = 360(.72)(.72) = 360(.72)2; and after 3 weeks the 
value of the stock will be V = 360(.72)(.72)(.72) = 360(.72)3 . For all of 
the values of t in question, namely t = 1, 2, and 3, the equation 
V = 360(.72)t is true. Therefore, the analyst should use .72 as the 
value of r. 



THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS »  FACILITATOR ’S GUIDE

 

 

 

43 

MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 40 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 5 

Share the instructional strategies: 

» Help students become fluent in working with numbers and data that 
are important in reading, writing, and communicating about texts and 
topics in history/social studies by regularly gathering, organizing, and 
analyzing relevant data. 

» Using data from voter polls or opinion polls cited in current media 
reports, review data collection techniques and determine the 
appropriateness of data collection methods, evaluate reports, and 
develop conclusions based on the data. 

» Use opinion survey data on media use, statistics from a study of human 
migration patterns, or the outcomes of an experiment on techniques to 
improve memory to give students the opportunity to analyze and make 
meaning from data. 

Ask participants to discuss how they can support students’ development 
of social studies–related mathematical skills in social studies classes. 
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All students now have access to the best test practice available, 
regardless of educational background or ability to pay for preparation. 

Together, the College Board and Khan Academy® have developed 
comprehensive practice materials that are personalized, interactive, 
and engaging. Students have the opportunity not only to practice for 
the SAT, but also to build their college readiness skills. 

Official SAT Practice is powered by thousands of practice problems, 
developed by the Khan Academy and reviewed and approved by the 
College Board. 
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When students create their online accounts with Khan Academy, they 
can take diagnostic assessments that allow Khan Academy to evaluate 
their test results and create a practice program that is individually 
targeted to address that student’s greatest areas of need. 

Students who took any SAT or PSAT-related assessment can link 
their College Board account and their Khan Academy account. Khan 
Academy will use the data from the SAT or PSAT-related assessment to 
further customize each student’s practice SAT on Khan Academy. 

Ask whether anyone is using Khan Academy with their students. 
Ask them to comment and share ideas for using Khan Academy in 
the classroom. 
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Begin discussion of reports available to inform instruction. 
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Reports that accompany all assessments in the SAT Suite provide 
educators with insightful information about student performance. 
Reports and data can be used to identify students in need of 
instructional support, to inform curricular and instructional decisions, 
and to help set strategic goals for schools and districts. Many reports 
are available to educators, but only two of them will be discussed in 
this presentation. The Question Analysis Reports and the Instructional 
Planning Reports will provide social studies teachers with data about 
strengths and weaknesses in student performance. 

Participants can access these and all other educator reports through 
their Education Professional College Board Account. Teachers must 
create a professional account and be granted access to the reporting 
portal by the Access Manager in their school. They can then log in to 
their account and review K–12 reporting. 
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Handout: Instructional Planning Report (p. 72) 

The Instructional Planning report can be configured to show section 
scores, test scores, cross-test scores, and subscores. Student 
performance at each level is compared to the district, state, and 
nation. The subscores are linked to state standards (specific questions 
cannot be aligned to state standards, but subscores are aligned to the 
standards). The Instructional Planning Report also lists students in each 
performance group (school level only), drills through to the Question 
Analysis Report, and exports the reports to PDF or .xls files. The legend 
for the colors is as follows: need to strengthen skills (red), approaching 
benchmark (yellow), meets or exceeds benchmark (green). 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 46 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 2 

Handout: Question Analysis Report (p. 73) 

The Question Analysis report allows users to view actual questions 
and selected answers for disclosed (released) forms. In the example on 
the slide, the report has been filtered to show only questions associated 
with Analysis in History/Social Studies. 

The sample report used in this slide is a disclosed form, so users 
can click on the question number to read the question and all of the 
distractors. The report gives the correct answer to each question. 
It then compares your school’s performance on that question to the 
district, state, and nation. Additional detail is provided, giving the 
percentage of students who selected each answer (and the percentage 
who omitted the question). This is also compared to the district, state, 
and nation. Question difficulty level is identified in the next column. 
Each question is mapped to cross-test scores and subscores. Use the 
last column to identify students who answered the question correctly 
(and incorrectly) — with their answer choices. 

Ask participants: How will you use the data in this report? 

Note: Disclosed forms will have test questions available for review. 
Questions on nondisclosed forms will not be available for review. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 47 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

If participants are interested in learning more about the SAT Suite of 
Assessments, sat.org/k12 and sat.org/new are two great websites 
filled with resources for educators. Participants can find teacher 
implementation guides, professional development modules and 
webinars, score resources — including a student lesson plan, and full 
length SAT practice tests with scoring guides and answer explanations. 

Look for the Teacher Guide to Analysis in History/Social Studies at 
sat.org/k12. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 48 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 1 

The Redesigned SAT Teacher Implementation Guide was created for 
teachers and curriculum specialists to generate ideas about integrating 
SAT practice and skill development into rigorous classroom course 
work through curriculum and instruction. We’ve been reaching out to 
K–12 teachers, curriculum specialists, counselors, and administrators 
throughout the process. Educator feedback is the basis and inspiration 
for this guide, which covers the whys and hows of the SAT and its 
benefits for you and your students. 

At the heart of this guide are annotated sample SAT items, highlighting 
connections to the instruction and best practices occurring in classrooms 
like yours. We indicate Keys to the SAT (information about test changes), 
General Instructional Strategies for each Test, and Skill-Building 
Strategies linked to specific sample items from the Reading Test, the 
Writing and Language Test, the optional Essay, and the Math Test. 
In sum, these recommendations are intended to support teachers to 
enhance instruction that will build skills necessary for college and career 
success for each student. 
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MODULE 7 »   CONNECTING HISTORY/SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION WITH 
THE SAT SUITE OF ASSESSMENTS

Presentation Notes 
SLIDE 49 ESTIMATED TIME (IN MINUTES): 

Ask participants to give feedback on the Analysis in History/Social 
Studies PD Module at www.surveymonkey.com/r/Historysocialstudies. 
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